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And to whom, when'meiade: 
our Appeal lye, but to one 


has equal Candor 


to hear, ind Crag o maintain our Cause ? and if 


TeurGrec do e, the moſt ihdiſputed 
Abilities to h d . 
9775 132 as ing 9 ord , but what u ly Heart 


ts is fo ith and what 15 evnry Moment A of 
Tor. 1h en f is 2 h 


e 1 8 700 7 3 1 . ' Gin thee 
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common Good; tho the World will condemn me 
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The Dedication. 


1 mike no mention of my Lord Almoner ; and that 
celebrated, I had almoſt God it favourite Virtue, 
wich Eür Majeſty had an Eye upon, when She He- 
\nour'd Tow with 4 Truſt, fe wage pa fo or the exerciſe 
of it. This my Lord, I know is a Djeck, „ 
in You are beſt pleac“ d with our Silence; and yet, I 
cannot hut embrace ſo. publick an Occaſion of ac- 
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and in particular thoſe. "who op- 


in of the Souls Immortality, 
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ions for * Truths; and then endea-- 
. to. Obtrade them upon the World un- 
der that Notion. Mae 15.0; vans 
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Event of Things to wicked and good Men in 


F 
ther he! F a borrow'd” Perforr 


for as to the truth ofthe Aſſertion, we can 
not deny, and we a not diſſemble it; tho 
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wherewith Infidels have inf them more. 

I This is the reaſon the EDS aſſigns, why 
Men in his Days en gung themſelves A | 
Wickedneſs; and made it a of. rig; not ſo - 
much whether God hadlagy Hand in the Admi- 
niſtration, as the leaſt Cognizance or Perception 
of human Affairs: And they ſay, How doth God 
know? And is there knowledge in the moſt ft Hi C | 
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Firſt, To confider the force of this popular 
Ohjection, concerning Providence. And Ny bp 
Secondly, To ſhow that it is of no conſequence 
to-overthrow the belief of a Providence. 

And firſt, Tis here objected, that all Perſons 


indifferently take their turns in the viciſſitude of 


human Affairs; that the Bleſſings and Evils of 


this Life, ſeem to be ſcatter'd, as it were, with à 


careleſs Hand; no viſible regard being had in the 
diſtribution of them to the Sins or Virtues of Men. 
And this Obſervation is founded on the final 1f- 


ſue, as Well as on the ordinary Coe and Accidents 


of human Life. Wicked ien do not only enjby in 
common the Advantage dis World, and ſwim 


go down to their Gra ves with all the ſigns of Peace 


in a continued flow of Profperity and Succeſs, but 
and Secprity; at leaſt without any remarkable De- 


nungiation of God's Diſpleaſure againſt them. On 
the ot her hand, che beſt of Men are exposid to con- 
flict all along with inſuperable Difficulties and 
Misfortunes; till in the end they are cruſhd un- 
der the weight of them, and their laſt and con- 
cluding Scene of. Life; is the moſt Melancholy and 
Diſmal of all. This is what the Author of my 
Lext more particulatly complains of. Chap. 7. 15; 
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umph and Raillery to the Libertines of that Age; ; 
that they obſerv'&the end of good Men to be with- 
out Honour. ''Tho' whatever" Indignities an inno- 
cent Perſon might ſuffer in this Life, they had the 
Ingenuity to Confeſs and Applaud the Juſtice that 
is commonly done to his Memory. Hom is he num 
herd with the Children of Go? And hs Lot is m 
the Saints. Wiſdom 5. 5. But to give ſtill great- 
er force to the Objection, the Preacher in the fol- 
lowing Verſe, puts a Caſe wherein upon ſuppoſi- 
tion of a Wes e there is the greateſt 
reaſon irnaginable to expect the inteepoſal of it. 
Fhat * 5 and ggec Men in general ſhould 
proitfeuouſt ſhare e Succefs and Diſappoint- 
ments of Life may be accounted! for: Br that 
he that Sweareth ſhould! be as he that feareth an 
Oath ; that there ſhould be no particular Excepti- 
on made, with reſpect to Per ur y or the moſt fean- 
dalous Profaneſs . ſeems to de che Lacan 
euley of all. J 
For an Oath, 'of all e sctsöf Religion, irthe 
moſt ſplemn and Ipecial Appeal to the Juſtice of 
Headen; the beſt ſecurity of the publick Peace, 
and the civil Rights and Intereſts of private Men; 


the laft e that can be found out for the 


decifion of judicial Proceedings? And therefore 
one would think the Providence of God more pe- 
culiarly concern'd to. Puniſn the vibistien df it; 


bom "Tor the” vindiretion" of his Wan * 
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| the good Order and Government of the World. 
And yet the wiſe Man here obſerves, and the, 
Byſe rvation holds ſtill good, that there are Sinners 
even of this denomination, ho have here no di- 
ſtinguiffing mark of the divine Vengeanre ſet up- 


on them; but ate rather; conſiderable. for the Ad- 1 


vantages and Superiority of their Condition 
I need not go ſofar back as to-thoſe tines f Din 
ſtraction, which: occafion'd:the ſad ſolethniity of 
the. Nay, when the very firſt Nep to Preferment 
was Treaſon and Perfidioulmets : When the low- 
eſt of the People were ſcrued up, by the help of 
theſe State tothe higheſt Poe of Profit 
and Power ;-and* to TE it, in the moſt 
arbitrary and tin rer thoſe;whoſe fear 
of an Oath, kept them within the bounds of their 
1 Allegiance! 10 a Das 1 3. 8 © 92 1 i! 
But that which: fall 1 998 horror — 
6 Crime ſlami unpious iti it. ſe whsthtir 

_ fizing it in 1 Name of the Lord; their ent | 
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great Incendiaries of that civil and rebellious War, 
which brought our Royal Martyr to the Block; * 
and to the end they might more effectually per® 
ſuade the People, that they were abſolv'd from their 
Oaths of*Fidelity to him, prophanely calculated 
all the Prophecies which concern d the impious and 
idolatrous Kings of Tfrael, for his Reign; by this 
means tlie pretendedCauſe of God was back'd with 
his full Powers and Commiſſion; and what was 
obſcure or defective in the old Prophets, was 80 
ply'd by new Viſions and Revelations. 

Good God! That ever Men, out of what they 
call zeal for Religion, ſhould do things ſo contra- 
ry to knowledge and the nature of it. That they 
ſhould Barleſve thy Oracles, and pretend thy So- 
vereign Empire over their Conſciences, to autho- 
rize the greateſt and moſt ſcandalqus Impieties: 
And yet after all this open dehance of thy ge- , 
ance, thou ſhouldꝰſt {till pays "angle them, and wirk- 
bold thy avenging Hand. eff; gr © 

But we have Facts of a Fe Pate, to ſhow 
us how eaſie of digeſtion Oaths are to tender and 
ſeruplous Conſciences, aud how many that ſtrain 
at the Gnat of a Ceremony, can Fiallow the Ca- 
mel of deliberate Perjury- 94. 7 nas duct, 7 
If this Charge be.juſty they Who are. Loi d in 
it, muſt own we have reaſon for out ſevereſt Re- 
Gabents and to make it good againſtitholewho 
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qualify' 'd themſelves for their reſpective Em ploy- 
ments, I only deſire it may he granted, that all 
Oaths are to be taken in the common acceptation 
of the Words, and the plain ſenſe of the Impbſers- 
No let any one judge, whether conformity to 
our Church, can with any Propriety, be denomina- 
ted from a fingle, and in effect forc d Act of Com- 
munion? Or,whether our I e er could be ſup- 
pos d to intend no more by it? Nay, Whether they 
have not left Men, notwithſtanding the Oath of 
Conformity, entirely at Liberty, es by their Diſ- 
1 eng Practice en to 5 . the terms! of 


yo 
wh Bi 15 1 tathgx uo manner ps in 
cqurage-the moſt ſolemn Act 
the Wit of Man can poſſibly 
"ts Ido not.ſce how thoſe, t whom the 
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m Her. Men will beapttothink \ yery cohtetmp- 
tibly of an Eeclefiaſtical Eſtabliſhment,” 7 9 can 
= longer detain le in ts Cot , than 
they have ſety d # preſent turm by it. ir 
fuch Communicants do the Cheap bel is 
much like that the Heathens of Old paid to Hercules, 
the Solemnity of whoſe Worſhi peonſiee i in throw- 
ing of Stones, and in e e e and Ex- ; 
ecrations again Hm.. 0107008 anon of ev 
It would without queſtion make mich | more for 
the Authority and Reputation of theC e Church 5 8 
„that Men were not admitted Within the p 
9210 it, than that they ſhould: be fu $4 to Kip. 5 
it at every dur, "by way of more d ier 
. ee Ns 
And OY a8 to the: Intereſt of? at Church, 5 
in particular of tlie Clergy Js had e under 1 | 
great Diſadvanitiges in Psd 8 J tit thay be uß⸗ 
der the Penalty 67 "making them coripenſ: fig! ba | 
the loſs of their places) to admit Perfons to. 
munion, who are declar” d'by (Anon 15 fa 
| Excommunicated! 2 7100 5 It 1 1755 th 42 
ſides theſe Dechrations of tlie Canons cancernin 
_ avow'd Schiſmaticks,a judiciary; Set quis 
ed in order to 4 "formal Excor GRIER ; tho 
where the notoriety 'of the Fa Fuck | evident, 81790 
would think the reaſon of Thi hit Loy” ſhould. 9 0 blige 
th Confeience without matter of e 
This weare fure of, that ScHiſin n does fa is den 
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Nature, and I conceive in the opinion of Diſſen- 
ters themſelves, render Men very unworthy to ap- 
proach the Table of our Lord.. None are more 
nicely ſcruplous, or pretend to be ſo, in enquiring 
into the Qualifications of Communicants, than they. 
But it appears the Chriſtian World has for ſo many 
Ages, been quite out in the notion of Schiſm; and 
that the Fathers in their numerous polemick Writ. 
ings upon this Article, fought all along in the Dark; 
and had the misfortune at every turn, out of too 
forward a Zeal, to fall foul upon their Friends in- 
ſtead of their Enemies. Tis now at laſt diſcover'd, 
that Men may diſobey the lawful Eccleſiaſtical Au- 

thority which is ſet over them, and cauſe Diviſions 

in a Chriſtian and legally conſtituted Church, with- 
out incurring the guilt of Schiſm; which is as much 

as to ſay, That Chriſtians may walk by the ſame, tho 

. they/ga by a different Rule; or that we may rend the 
- ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt without tearing it. Men that 
argue at this rate, ſeem admirably qualify'd to un- 
fold the Myſteries of Franſubſtantiation, and to de- 
monſtrate how a thing may be, and may not be at 
the ſame time, and under the very ſame Habitudes 
a wot 42h; ar er art 


Upon bath theſe Conſiderations, I will be bold 
 to-conclude,” that there is no Difſenter bas ſo jut 
grounds of ſeruple againſt the terms of our Com- 
munion, as every Clergy-Man in the Church of 
England has againſt admitting a known Diſſenter to 
ba Fl | *þ wit 
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with a fix'd deſign to conform no longer than com- 
ports with his Intereſt; and who in effect (it may 
be in plain terms) gives us to underſtand, that were 
it not for the ſupport of himſelf and his Family, he 
would abhor the Fhoughts of partaking with us in 
our antichriſtian and ſuperſtitious Rites of Worſhip. - 
Whether ſuch a Perſon be duly qualify'd and diſ- 
pos'd'to receive the Holy Sacrament, is left to our 
own Conſcience and Determination ; but in cafe we 
ſhould refuſe to Adminiſter it to him, the Law is 
open for him; and I know of no Provifion that is 
made to indemniſie us. Now if in impoſing Penal- 
ties, regard ought to be had to the Scruples of Men, 
one would think an equal Fenderneſs at leaſt ſhould 
be ſhown to thoſe of the Eftablifh'd Church; 
whoſe Scruples are founded upon ſo great appear- 
ances of Reaſon and Conſcience. _ | 
And yet after all the heavy Complaints made a- 
gainſt us, we'ſeem to lie under greater Hardſhips 
as the caſe ſtands, than thoſe who diſſent from us. 
Tis, true under a Reign whereMen of Probity and 
Merit, and known Affection to the Church of Eng- 
land, are declar' the peculiar Objects of Royal Fa- 
vour ; we have not ſo juſt apprehenſions of Danger 
on this ac:ount ; but yet with ſubmiſſion while our 
Adverſaries are continually undermining us, and 
flattering themſelves with the hopes of new Revo- 
lutions ; it were to be wiſh'd that we had ſtanding 
Laws to ſecure and protect us in the diſcharge of 
our Functions and a good Conſcien ce. 
„ l Twould 


"(£31 5) 
Twould lead me too far beſide the deſign of my 
Argument, to conſider the ſcandal of that Practice J 
am ſpeaking to; tho? I cannot but obſerve, that thoſe 
Perſons who have been fo noiſy and clamorous upon 
this Head againft the Church of England, ſhould give 
us ſo fair an opportunity of turning their own Wea- 
pons upon them, if things, tho' lawful in themſelves, 
which at preſent we will admit occaſional Conformity 
upon ſecular Views, may not be continued in the 
practice of, when they give publick occaſion of offence 
both to the Weak and the Strong, and Perſons of all 
Diſtinctions. I deſire to know whether there has ever 
been anything in the Church of England, more open- 
ly complain'd of, as Scandalous and Diſhonourable 
to Religion, or with more reaſon. 
But it ſeems the Intereſt of Men may alter the na- 
ture of Things; and thoſe Arguments may be good 
againſt the Church of England, which in a ſuppos'd 
change of the Caſe, will not affect the Diſſenters from 
it; tho” for this reaſon perhaps the good old Puritani- 
cal Queſtions concerning Scandals, have been dropt of 
late, and probably we may hear no more of them 
from, that Quarter. 1 n 
And yet to do Juſtice to ſome of the moſt judicious 
among the Diſſenters; it muſt be own'd they have 
ingeniouſly declar'd their juſt Abhorrence of a. Prac- 
tice ſo highly Criminal in it ſelf; but much more, when 
Men to ſerve a turn, bind themſelves to it by ſolemn 
Oaths, againſt the plain Scence and Reaſon of them. 
I know Diſcourſes of this nature are apt to bring us 
he CO | * 
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under the ſuſpicion of a perſecuting Spirit and want 
of Moderation. And this indeed were an intollerable 
Reproach and Scandal to the Diſciples of the Prince 
of Peace ; could we once live to ſee Things and Per- 
ſons call'd by their right Names. Yet we ought not 
to be much concern'd at Invectives of this kind, while 
the World 1sGovern'd by a ſet of popular Terms, with- 
out having any true or determinal Ideas, ordinarily af 
fix d to them; ſuch are thoſe of Superſtition, Prieſt- 
craft, Paſſive-Obedience, Innovation, high Church- 
Men, and the like. Which when our Adverſaries ex- 
plain what they mean by, the anſwer to them is very 

eaſie; but with the Populace, general Charges fre- 
quently go for juſtReaſonings, and thoſe who have ac- 
cuſtom'd themſelves toRail more than toReaſon, under- 
ſtand this too well, not to make their Advantage of it, 
If by Moderation be intended, that we ought in fa- 
vour of a powerful Faction, to confound the notion 
and nature of Things, and call them by different Names 
from what they properly import ; is, for fear of offen- 
ding peeviſh and unreaſonable Men, Hypocrifie and 
the breach of ſolemn Oaths, may be reconcil'd with 
tenderneſs ofConſcience, and from a little thingSchiſm 
dwindle to nothing; in a word, if we underſtand by 
it, mean and popular Condeſcentions, in fayour of 
corrupt Practices, or a ſervile- betraying the cauſe of 
Truth and Piety, to the Iniquity of the Times ; if, 1 
ſay, the Virtue of Moderation lies in theſe Things; 
there is no true Son of the Church of England but 
ought to glory in having the want of this Virtue 2 
err , _puted 


(13) | 
puted to him. But if by Moderation be meant a juſt 
Tendemeſs and Compaſſion towards thoſe that are in 
Error, or even a publick Allowance of them in the ex- 
erciſe of their Religion, according to the ſincere di- 
Qates of their Conſcience; fo far as they keep within 
their bounds, and be not permitted to break in upon 
the Order, and diſturb the Peace of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church; if this be the notion of Moderation, I know 
no Church upon Earth, wherein the Virtue of it has 
been more conſpicuous than in the Church of England. 

There is nothing that I abhor more, or I think upon 
better grounds, than Perſecution for Conſcience-ſake. 
But the Arguments for Liberty of Conſcience are to 


be managed with Caution, leaſt they prove too much; U 


*twill be hard to deny that Liberty to the Soveraign 
Power which is contended for in the People; and if 


the Conſciences of thoſe, who are inveſted with the 


Legiſlature, dictate to them, that they ought to ſupreſs 
all ſchiſmatical Aſſemblies for divine Worſhip ; why 


they ſeem to be under an obligation to do it upon tile 
Principles of the Diflenters themſelves. *T'is in vain Y 


to pretend that the ſupreme Authority acts herein up- 
on an erroneous Conſcience, for ſo do all Diffenters 
that make this Plea in the opinion of one another. 


I know no Rule to extricate us out of this difficulty, 
but that Liberty of Conſcience is no longer to be tol-. Wl 
lerated, then when it puts Men upon ill Meaſures; W 
deſtructive of the common Happineſs and Welfare f 
Society ; and then, F think, atl Governments are par- 


vide, that Oaths be Relisi- 


ticularly concern'd to pro 
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ouſly obſerv'd, and that under pretence of Conſcience, 
Men do not render them Cheap and Contemptible. 
And indeed, what meaſures are to be taken with 
thoſe who do not act conformably to the publick Faith, 
they have given the State, is properly a State-queſtion. 
The Church of England is no more concern'd in it, 
than with what 1s to be done withCriminals andCivil 
Delinquents; who have the ſame pretence to join in 
the common Cry of Perſecution, withMen whoſe cor- 
rupt Practices the Wiſdom of the Government ma 
think fit to reſtrain by proper and effe&ual Penalties. 
 _ *Tis upon this ground we juſtifie the Severity of the 
Penal Laws againſt the Papiſts,that the Fundamentals 
of Popery are thought inconſiſtent with the Nature 
and Safety of theCivil Eſtabliſhment ; and I do not ſee 
| whyMen, who act upon the-worſt of Popiſh Principles, 
| ſhould complain of hard uſage for being put under 
ſome convenient Reſtraints, tho' they call themſelves 
| Proteſtants. The ſecurity of the State does not depend 
upon Names, and Diſtinctions of Men, but upon the 
* reaſon of things, and the playing faſt and looſe with 
Oaths and Religious Teſts, does equally tend to ſub- 
vert the Foundations of Civil Government in Perſons 
of all Perſuaſions. J e 
I have the longer inſiſted upon this Charge, at once 
to vindicate the moderate Principles of our Church, 
and her | Hh Sons, from the malevolent 'Aſperhons 
of their Enemies; and withal to ſhow; that there is a 
Revolutioꝑ of the ſame State of Affairs Solomon ob- 
ſerved in his Days, with reſpect to the impunity of 
VV e 


mA 
a Crime, upon which he founds the main force of 
the Objection I propos'd to conſider. 

But ſecondly, If by Swearing be here underſtood 
the common and cuſtomary uſe of Oaths in Converſa- 
tion, next to the deliberate violation of them, What 
higher Indignity can we be ſuppos'd to put upon the 
Deity? And yet we do not find that habitual and pro- 
fane Swearers are puniſh'd by any ſtated or determinate 
Judgments of Heaven in this World, but are many 
times diſtinguiſh'd by the ſplendor of their Condition, 
and ſeated at the upper end of it. The Prophet ob- 
ſerv'd of the Debauches in his Age, That the Harp and 
the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe and Wine, were in their 
Feaſts, Iſaiah 5. 12. And this is frequently the Scene 
of theSwearer as well as the Sott : And indeed, when 
a Man has turn'd himſelf into a Beaſt, tis no wonder 
he looſes that awful Senſe of a Deity and Religion, 
which diſtinguiſhes him from one; and yet this ſcan- 
dalous and abufive Treatment of the Name of God. 
is not always the effect of a diforder'd Brain: But tis 
the more unaccountable, that Men who have not 

uite loſt the uſe of their Reaſon, ſhould be guilty of 
fo very abſur'd and ſenſeleſs a Crime. 

But tis to be hop'd, this flamingImpiety is not ſo 
common among us as formerly. Thoſe who think 
themſelves above the reſtraints of Religion, or the 
Laws, yet out of reſpect to the meaſures of Decen- 
cy in Converſation, are generally aſham'd of a Langu- 
age which no good. Man can hear without being Af. 
fronted, not if he have the leaſt Spirit, without ſhow- 


ing his Reſentments. 


(36 
So that this rude unmannerly Vice, in an Age of ſo 
much Politeneſs, is ſcarce any where to be met with 
but among Rakes or Clowns, or the young, raw, 
thoughtleſs Beaus. Your Libertines, that are in any 
meaſure fit for human Society, think themſelves con- 
cernd, in point of Reputation, to forbear a Diale& 
equally irreconcileable with the Character of a ſenſi- 
ble, and of a well bred Man. RECEP 
Secondly, Thus having laid the ſtreſs upon this po- 
ular Objection concerning Providence which it will 
bear, I proceed in the next place to ſhew, That it is of 
no conſequence to overthrowthe belief of a Providence. 
| I ſhall only premiſe, that what Solomon here aflerts, 
15 not to be underſtood fo univerſally, as the terms 
import the Principles of Religion are ſo well ſuppor- 
ted, that when the inſpir'd Pen- Man repreſent to us 
the Objections of Infidels againſt it; they are not af- 
fraid of urging them in a hyperbolical Strain, beyond 
the evidence of plain and undeniable Facts. Thus the 
Prophet Jeremiah on the ſame occafion, elegantly ex- 
poſtulates. Righteous art thou, O Lord! When I plead 
with thee, yet let me talk with thee of thy Judgments. Why 
doth the way of the wicked proſper * Why are all they Hap- 
py that deal very Treacherouſly. Jer. 12. 1. The Equi- 
ty of God's Proceedings is founded in the perfections 
of his Nature, and might be accounted for, from 
the retributions of another Life; tho' all wicked Men 
were (what tis evident they are not) happy in this, 


and therefore the Prophet puts the Queſtion further 
than the Atheiſt himfelf could have done, but which, | 


(0 
without ſhaking the Foundations of Religion may be 
admitted. 6 
And yet to awaken and awe us into a more juſt 


ſence of his Providence; God does, in a remarkable _ 


manner, frequently exert his Power, and make him- 
ſelf known by the Judgment which he executes upon 
Sinners in this World. 


The Records of all Ages and Places inform us, after 


what a ſurprizing providential Manner, the pernici- 


ous Counſels of wicked Men, in order to embroil or 


ſubvert civil Government, have been brought to light, 
and timely fruſtrated : How often God Almighty has 
Thunder'd from Heaven, and made bare his Arm in 
the Puniſhment of Perjury and Murder : And how 
many ſudden,and, in all appearance, very improbable 


Accidents have been blown up by their own Trains, 


and made the juſt and publick Examples of thoſe vil- 


lanous Defigns they had form'd againſt other Men. 
Tis in this caſe, the Plalmiſt particularly calls upon 


us to acknowledge the interpoſition of Heaven. The 
Lord is known by the Judgment which he executeth ; the 


Wicked is ſnar'd in the work of his own Hands. Pſa. 9. 16. 
Theſe notorious Revenges of divine Providence, 

frequently occur; tho' God for wiſe Reaſons, may 

ſuſpend them a long time. Thoſe who imbrued their KM 


Hands in the Blood of our Royal Martyr, were per- 
mitted ſome Years to Iriumph in a Villany which 
we cannot think of without horror: But the flow 
Vengeance'of Heaven wis ſure at laſt ; and many of 
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them were brought to a condign Puniſhment by a Re- 
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volution, as ſignal as their Crimes had been a Revo. 
lution which had the more of the -»04» in. it, if we 
conſider that it was not brought about by any conſide- 
rable Party among thoſe, who were in the Admini- 
ſtration of Affairs; but by a ſtrange infatuation of 
their Counſels, and by a general Awe and Impreſſion 
of their Duty upon the Hearts: of the Populace to- 
wards their injur'd Prince. This I ſay, made it emi- 
nently appear to be the Work of that God, who ſtil- 
leth the Raging of the Sea, and the Madneſs of the 
People, and who maketh even a Man's Enemy, to be 
at Peace with him. F 

So that as to the truth of the i hing it cannot be de- 
ny'd, that wicked Men do frequently meet with the 
juſt Recompence of their Actions in this World; and 
particularly with reſpec to perjur'd Perſons, whoſe 
Impunity ſeems the moſt difficultly reconcileable with 
a Providence; beſides what I obſerv'd before, that 
God does often in this World remarkably interpoſe 
in their Detection and Puniſhment. He charges his 
Providence in a peculiar Manner, and with Circum- 
ſtances of ſolemnity, to viſit their Sins upon their Po- 
ſterity. Zach. 5. 4. The Prophet repreſenting the 
Curſe of Thiefs and Swearers, by the-metaphor of a 

flying Roll, has thele Words. I will bring it forth, 

| ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and it (hall enter into the Houſe of 
the Thief, and into the Houſe of him that Swearcth faiſly 
by my Name ; and it ſhall remain in the midſt, of his Hoiiſe, 
| and ſhall conſume it with the Timber thereof. and the Stones 
| thereof. So that except God Almighty would oled 
| rule 


(19) 
rule the Wills of Men by an omnipotent Power, in 
order to preſerve the Sacredneſs and Authority of an 
Oath; what is more likly to deter them from the vi- 
olation of it, than that if they eſcape with Impunity 
here, they ſhall entail a Curſe upon their Eftates, and 
Families, and themſelves hereafter ; and as eminent- 
ly has the Providence of God appear'd in Favour of 
good Men, as in the Puniſhment of the Wicked ; by 
protecting them from impending and viſible Dangers, 
when they have had no human Proſpect of Deliverance, 
or by over-ruling the Deſigns of their Enemies, when 
they had juſt brought them to bear to their Advantage 
and Honour. Thus were Joſeph, Mordecai and Dani- 
el, advanc'd to the higheſt Dignities and Poſts of 
Truſt, by thoſe very means which were intended, and 
which were in all probability likely to ruin them. 
Men ate apt to impute Events of this kind to what 
we call Chance and good Fortune, to certain ſecret 
Powers of Nature, or the influence of celeſtial Confi- 
gurations ; and judicial Aſtrology has been of very 
ill uſe towards confirming the World (eſpecially the 
Vulgar) in an Error, ſo derogatory to the Doctrin of 
a Providence, and the practical Inferences from it. 
But where there is a continued Chain of ſurprizing 
Accidents in the Fortunes of good Men, when Provi- 


dence ſeems to lay a plot for the manifeſtation of it ſelf, 4 


and carries them through great variety of puzling and 
- intricate Scenes, till at laſt all is unravel'd, and the 
admirable dependance and turn of one thing upon an- 
other, diſcover'd in order 55 a ſucceſsful and happy 4 

| (Con- 
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Concluſion of Matters; here we are compell'd to ac- 
knowledge the Conduct and Wiſdom of the divine 
Author, and accordingly the Prophet particularly af- 
figns this as a reaſon why God does intereſt himſelf 
in the protection of good Men, when they have no 
viſible means of Deliverance ; and there is a nodus vin- 
dice dignus, that they may be hereby cxcited duly to 
_ refle& upon, and agnize his Power and Providence, 
That they may ſee and know, and underſtand together ; that 
the Hand ef the Lord hath done this, and the holy one of 
Ifrael bath Created it, Iſaiah 41. 20. Having pre- 
miſed, this and faid ſomething in general as to the 
Impunity of thoſe Sinners upon whom the Objection 
principally turns ; I ſhall only at preſent, and that 
with all poſſible brevity, endeavour to vindicate the 
Diſpenſations of Providence, with reſpe& to the Suf- 
ferings of good Men. And — 

Firſt, God Almighty permits the Sufferings of good 
Men for the advancement of the Honour and Intereſt 
of Religion. A paſſive State is the proper Sphere of 
Action for the nobleſt Virtues of Chriſtianity; and 
for this reaſon the Son of God, when he took our 
Nature upon him, choſe to appear in ſuch a State, 
that his Example might be of more powerful and ge- 
neral Influence to Mankind. | 

And indeed next to the Miracles, whereby the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion was Eſtabliſh'd, no- 
thing contributed more to the propagation and growth 
of it than the invincible Patience and Conſtancy of 
its Profeſſors : Men againſt their ſettled Prejudices, 

| became 
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became of a ſudden in love with a Religion; which 
appear'd ſo GracefuFand" Charming, under all the 
diſadvantages of Poverty and Diſtreſs: 1485 
We are all of us apprehenſive, that 'tis our indiſ- 
penſable Duty to be of an humble, reſign'd and for- 
giving Temper of Mind: But let us fancy to our 
ſelves a moſt excellent Prince in the Hands of his Re- 
bellious Subjects, treated with the utmoſt Contempt. 
their Wit or Malice could contrive, and which it is 
not decent to mention, and at laſt condemn'd to Die 
before his own Doors, with all the mock Formalities 
of Law and Juſtice. Let us imagin, I ſay to our ſelves, 
a Prince under theſe Circuſtances, and yet behaving 
himſelf with a diſpaſhonate Compoſure and Tran- 
quillity of Mind, and ſuch an eminent Example of 
theſe Virtues will more effectually recommend them 
to us, than all the rhetorical Schemes and Arts of 
Perſuaſion in the World. Nothing we can do after 
this deſerves the name of Patience or Humility. 
Secondly, God has this further wiſe and Religious 
end, in the Sufferings of good Men ; that we may 
learn by them to moderate our Affections to this de- 
ceitful World ; and to caſt our Views forward upon 
a more durable State of Happineſs, and better ſuited 
to the noble Faculties and Inclinations of human Na- 
ture. This indeed is an improvement which we may 


make of the dayly Occurrences of Life. But when | 


we fee the beſt and greateſt of Men involv'd in the 
common Calamities of it ; when as the wiſe Man 


obſerves, Chap. 10. 6, 7. Folly is ſet in great Digni- 
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ty, and the Rich fit in low Place; when we ſee Servants up- 
on Horſes, and Princes walking as Servants upon the Earth - 
Such fignal Inſtances of the uncertain Turns and 
Changes of the World, cannot but operate with great 
Force and Efficacy, and make us reflect on thaſe fu- 
ture Expectations we were born to attain. 

Thirdly, The Sufferings of good Men are deſign'd 
to remind us both of our Duty and our Danger ; when 
tis obſerv'd, that the Righteous fall and no Man lay- 
eth it to Heart; tis imply'd, that this is a proper Sea- 
ſon of inquiring into the occaſions of God's publick 
Judgments, and reforming thoſe Sins which provok'd 
them; and this is the more imcumbent upon us, in 
proportion to the Dignity of the Perſon, and the Cha- 
racter he ſuſtains. If God do at all concern himſelf 
in the Government of the World, thoſe who are the 
firſt Miniſters of his Kingdom, and ſit at the Helm of 
Affairs, muſt be ſuppos d the more immediate and pe- 
culiar Objects of his Providence. For the Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of a People lays Solomon, Many are the Princes 
thereof, But there is much greater Cauſe to reflect on 
our Tranſgreſfions, when we our ſelves become the 
mad Inſtruments of our own Puniſhment and Ruin; 
when we anticipate the Vengeance of Heaven upon 
a ſinful Nation, in the violent and barbarous Death 
of good Princes. And was not this really our Caſe ? 
Had not Providence ſet a Princc over us? Whoſe Pie- 
ty and Fortitude were objected to him by his Enemies 
as his greateſt Crimes; in that he could not be pre- 
vail'd upon, out of any apprehenſions of Danger to 


him- 
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himſelf or his Family, to recede from his Religion, or 
the Truſt repos'd in him; to act below the Character 
of a Chriſtian or a King. And can the unjuſt 'Suffe- Þ 
rings and Death of fo excellent a Prince be laid too 
much to Heart? Do not we ſtill feel and lament the 


unhappy Conſequences of them? Particularly the 


ſending the Princes of the Blood of England, to beg 
their Bread in a Forreign Land; and to imbibe the 
Religion and State-Principles of France. But tis pre- 
tend d, that the obſervation of the Day tends only to 


keep up the diſtinction of Parties, and to perpetuate F 


the Diſhonour of thoſe Families which were ingag d 
in the Rebellion. | {: 

To which the Anſwer is not very difficult; 'tis fit 
thoſe Perſons who applaud or approve that horrid Fact 
the Day is appointed as a Memorial of, ſhould have 
a mark of Diſtinction ſet upon them. And as to thoſe F 


whoſe Parents or near Relations eſpous'd the Rebel- 
Cauſe, the Argument will hold as well againſt the 


Hiſtories of thoſe Times; and indeed if there be any 
weight in if, all the Hiſtorians in the World have 
been very culpable, in tranſmitting to us the Memory 
of villanous Actions and ill Men. „ 
The beſt way for Men to retrieve the Honour of 


their Families, is by an open and ingenuous Acknow- 


ledgment of their Crimes; eſpecially when the Wiſ- 
dom of the Government thinks fit to appoint folemn F 
and proper Times of Humiliation for them; where 
Men light or ridicule ſuch Inſtitutions, 'tis to be pre- 
ſum'd, that they are acted (till by the ſame Principles, 

| | and 
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and are reftrain'd by nothing, but want of a favoura- 
ble Opportunity from ingaging in the ſame Practices. 
Fourthly, There is no Man ſo good, but he is con- 
ſcious to himſelf he deſerves what he ſuffers. The 
World perhaps cannot charge him with any viſible or 
notorious Eſcapes ; yet he need only put the Queſti- 
on to his own Heart, concerning the reaſons of his 
Sufferings, and it will acquit the Juſtice of Heaven 
in them. The ſecret Motives and Views upon which 
we act, do very much alter the Nature and Qylity 
of our Actions; as when we are induc'd ode 6F:vme 
by end of Intereſt, or an Inclination to oblige other 
Men, to do things againſt the dictates of our own 
Reaſon and Conſcience. This ſeems to have been 
what our Royal Martyr lamented in ſuch elegant 

| ſtrains of Sorrow as his great Offence ; his ſacrificing 
an innocent Perſon, or which was the ſame. thing to 
him, one that he thought to be ſo, to a popularOdium. 
Had we no external Proofs to evince the genuineſs 
of that admirable Book which goes under his Name, 
the ſecret Teſtimonies and Convictions of Conſcience, 
| which occur in it, are ſufficient to ſtop the Mouth of 
| any one, who is not tinctur'd with the higheſt degree 
of Republican Fury or phanatick Zeal ; except it 
could be made appear that the Hearts and inward A- 
Kings of the Minds of Men, were known to Bi- 
| ſhop Gauden, which ſome Perſons will as ſoon believe, 
as that he was the Author of the E,, ha Or ca- 


| pable of Writing five Pages in the Stile of it. 
But 
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But fifthly and laſtly, That which after all we muſt 
| reſolve the Wiſdom and Equity of God's Proceedings 
into, is the Day of his final Retributions in another 
Life; wherein he will fully vindicate the ſeeming in- 
equality of his Providence in this World, and per- 


fectly clear up all the dark and myſterious Paſſages of | 


it. Upon this view the difficulties we raiſe concern- 
ing our own Sufferings or thoſe of other Men, are ea- 
fily ſolv'd ; *tis but a little time, and theſe Storms 
we”. and be ſucceeded by a profound and 
88 . And if we at laſt gain Heaven and 
ſave our Souls, tho' with the loſs of every thing we 
ſo much ſet our Hearts upon here, I am ſure the beſt 
of us will have no reaſon to complain. 

Twas this proſpect that inſpir'd our Royal Sove- 
reign with ſo great Courage and Nobleneſs of Mind, 
and gave him the Crown of Martyrdom in exchange 
for one which he could not wear without parting 
with the brighteſt Jewels of it, his Integrity and his 
Honour. In a word, twas this fo bravely ſupported 
him, tho' none was more ſenſible what it was to Die, 


againſt the fears of Death; and enabled him to under- 


go it with leſs concern than we can now think of it. 


And the ſame conſideration which ſupported him, 


will be the beſt preſervative to all of us againſt the 
calamitous Accidents of Life, and the apprehenfions 


of that mighty Change, upon which our true and ſu- 


preme Happineſs depends. Let us live fo as to ſe- 


cure an Intereſt in the divine Favour, and the Promiſes 


of a glorious Immortality; and we need not much 
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concern our ſelves at what befalls us in a Life which 
is every moment running off apace. 

Accordingly the Preacher having after a very ele- 
* gant and copious Manner, repreſented to us the Va- 
nity and Uncertainty of the gay I rifles of this World, 

he comes in the Application to ſhew us wherein the 
true Felicity of Man conſiſts, and that is, in being 
Religious, fearing God and keeping his Command- 
ments. Let us, ſays he, Hear the concluſion of the whale 
| Matter ; fear God and keep his Command 15 
the whole of Man ; not as it ſeems har ___ 

| perly render'd the whole Duty, but the ſupreme Hap- 
pineſs and Felicity of Man, for that is all along the 
Subject of his Enquiry. 

And then leſt any one ſhould be diſcourag'd from 
the practice of Religion, from what he had ſo often 
obſerv'd concerning the Sufferings of good and religi- 
ous Men in this Life ; he inforces his , Advice with 
the conſideration of a judgment to come, wherein 
Rewards and Puniſhment ſhall be diſpens d after ano- 
ther manner, and more exactly proportion'd to the 
Sins and Virtues of Men. For God ſhall bring every 
Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing whe- 
ther it be good or bad; which that we may all hve 
under a due Senſe of, God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
| through the Merits of that Son to whom be hath ee 
| all i Fadgment. Amen. a 
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